HOPE Meeting

March 8, 2010 - Minutes
Below are the meeting minutes of the HOPE committee meeting held on 3/8/10 at 6pm at Westford school.  In attendence were the following:  Stephanie Boutin, Trina Bombardier, Lise-Anne Coolegde, Donna Liberty, Ginny Kolbenson, David Wells, Karen Forbes, Kristy Trask, Pam Hoover, Barb Vanzo, Gigi Chapman, Lynn Finn.
Stephanie Boutin was the timekeeper.
 
1) Requisition requests: 
                        a)  Kathie Pingree presented and requested funds for Dea Lightstar, a Native American speaker to present to the 3/4 team, which compliments their Native American studies.  The request was approved by the committee.

                        b)Cindy Friel submitted a request for HOPE to support the construction of 2 picnic tables on the grounds adjacent to the playground to support the primary grades for nature focused activities.   These would be available for use by the community.  The request was approved and Cindy will be in contact with Lise-Anne about the actual cost of the project once she has an estimate.
 
                         c)Karen Forbes reported that the Internet Safety seminar that was discussed at the February meeting is a community service that is provided by the local task force on internet safety.  HOPE discussed and voted unanimously to sponser.  HOPE will give the organization a donation and that amount is yet to be determined.  Karen will arrange the date and it will be posted on the school webpage, Front Porch Forum and town newsletter.
 
2) Principals's Report
                         a) update on scoreboard:  Rich Staab, Westford School athletic director, was present to update that the Agency of Agriculture is willing to replace the old scoreboard for the school.  There would be a small remaining balance left, for which  two local businesses, Liberty's Fuel and Liquid Measurement Systems, have come forward to pay the remaining balance of the scoreboard and completely fund a second scoreboard for the gym.   Thank you to all the people who are researching and funding this project!
  Our school is fortunate to have such generous business and community members.  Rich will follow up with the 2 businesses and will let HOPE know if there are any other costs associated with this, as HOPE is able to contribute as well as the Westford Rec Dept.
 
3) Bylaws
The draft of bylaws was reviewed article by article with some amendments made.  The new draft will be posted on the web site and voted on at the next meeting.
 
4)2010/2011 Fundraising
Review and discussion of the presentations given by 4 fundraising companies at the February meeting.  Those companies were:  Great American Opportunities, Red Barn, Sally Foster and Innisbrook.  HOPE has chosen, by vote, to go with Great American Opportunities for the next school year and will modify some aspects of the kick-off and prizes.  Kristy and Trina will meet with Dan Reyome in the near future to secure the contract and discuss plans for the fall.
 
HOPE also discussed and voted to do a spring fundraiser this year with the Red Barn Company.  2 items will be sold, which are pizza kits and cookie dough.    A sub-committee will meet this Thursday, 3/11 at 6:30pm in the teacher's lounge to work out details.  Pam Hoover is the chair of this committee and anyone interested or wanting to help is welcome and encouraged to attend the meeting.  
 
HOPE was adjourned at 8:10pm.
The next meeting will be held on 4/12/10 at 7pm.
 
Kristy Trask, co-chairperson
Westford HOPE committee
