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READERÕS WORKSHOP
We have been focused on the strategy of questioning, both creating, and 
answering questions to help monitor understanding as we read.  We are now 
moving into inferences, which is basically reading between the lines and using 
evidence from the text to figure out what is really happening, how characters 
are feeling, and making predictions about what will happen next and why.  We 
have also been finishing our very first painted essay response to literature in 
reading groups.  This is a traditional four paragraph essay with an introduction, 
two detail paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.  Ask your child about all 
their hard work!    

WRITERÕS WORKSHOP
We are cruising through our second pieces and are already in the computer lab 
making final changes and preparing them for publication.  We focused on 
revision this time and learned strategies such as adding details to maintain our 
focus, taking extra details out, making precise and thoughtful word choices, 
and adding dialogue when appropriate.  Students are also finishing up their first 
independent and partner contract projects as well.  Ask about these projects!  

Dear Friends and Families,
WeÕve been busy!  We are doing a lot of reßecting as we prepare for January 
and the second half of the year.  We will be learning about the phases of the 
moon as well as animal adaptations in January.  We had a terriÞc assembly that 
showcased our homophone study and involved the rest of the school.  We also 
came together with Ms. TurcotÕs second grade class and decorated boxes for 
Maple Tree Place to collect pajamas and toys for children as part of a 
community out reach program.  Students worked in small groups to brainstorm 
the best way to help others understand what to donate and why donating is so 
important.    Take care,  Jeanne Cole
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VOCABULARY
We are moving from homophones 
to homonyms, or words that are 
spelled the same but have multiple 
meanings based on context.  We 
also chose two new words from our 
word jar, social , and 
mathematician .   

 ITÕS SNOWING!
ItÕs that time of year for snow-
pants, boots, hats, mittens, and 
warm winter coats.  Please help 
your child remember to dress 
warmly this time of year.  Students 
are not allowed to play on the 
playground equipment or in the 
Þeld if  they do not have boots.  It 
keeps their feet and our classroom 
dry and comfortable.  Thank you 
for your help.

EVERYDAY MATH
We will be ending unit 4 on Monday 
and then beginning unit 5 on place 
value into the ten-thousands and into 
into the thousandths for decimals.  You 
will receive a unit 5 letter with tips to 
help your child as decimals are 
especially tricky in 3rd grade.  Be sure 
to play lots of multiplication games at 
home and ask your child about our 
multiplication songs!

READ ALOUD
We Þnished The Year of the Dog  and 
practiced asking thoughtful questions.  
The idea of asking questions at the 
end of a book is a new one for many 
3rd grade graders, but an important 
step in maturing as a reader.  We are 
now reading Chris Van Allsburg 
picture books, which provide us many 
opportunities for deep inferential 
thinking and questioning.      
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