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Recommendation by Jill Abair 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

“Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen accidentally becomes a contender in the 

annual Hunger Games, a grave competition hosted by the Capitol where young 

boys and girls are pitted against one another in a televised fight to the death.” 

-A riveting read, I couldn’t put it down.  The second one, Catching Fire, is even 

better than the first!   

 

 

Recommendation by Emily Scott 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett ...a FABULOUS read 

“Skeeter returns home to Mississippi from college in 1962 and begins to write 

stories about the African-American women that are found working in white 

households, which includes Aibileen, who grieves for the loss of her son while 

caring for her seventeenth white child, and Minny, Aibileen's sassy friend, the hired 

cook for a secretive woman who is new to town.” 
 
The Twilight Series by Stephanie Myer...We have to know what it is these teens 
are so into...right?! 
 

 

Recommendation by Sandy Cahill 

A Friend Like Henry by Nuala Gardner 

“The remarkable true story of an autistic boy and the dog that unlocked his 

world 

When Jamie and Nuala Gardner chose a puppy for their son, Dale, they 

weren't an ordinary family choosing an ordinary pet. Dale's autism was so 

severe that the smallest deviation from his routine could provoke a terrifying 

tantrum. Family life was almost destroyed by his condition, and his parents 

spent most of their waking hours trying to break into their son's autistic world 

and give him the help he so desperately needed. But after years of constant 

effort and slow progress, the Gardners' lives were transformed when they 

welcomed a new member into the family, Henry, a gorgeous golden retriever 

puppy. The bond between Dale and his dog would change their lives ...” (Unavailable at a local 

library)’ 



Recommendation by Laurie Thompson 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett, Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout, Skeletons at the Feast by Christopher 

Bohjalian 

Out Stealing Horses by Per Petterson  
“In this quiet but compelling novel, Trond Sander, a widower nearing seventy, 

moves to a bare house in remote eastern Norway, seeking the life of quiet 

contemplation that he has always longed for. A chance encounter with a 

neighbor—the brother, as it happens, of his childhood friend Jon—causes him to 

ruminate on the summer of 1948, the last he spent with his adored father, who 

abandoned the family soon afterward. Trond’s recollections center on a single 

afternoon, when he and Jon set out to take some horses from a nearby farm; 

what began as an exhilarating adventure ended abruptly and traumatically in 

an act of unexpected cruelty. Petterson’s spare and deliberate prose has 

astonishing force, and the narrative gains further power from the artful 

interplay of Trond’s childhood and adult perspectives. Loss is conveyed with all 

the intensity of a boy’s perception, but acquires new resonance in the brooding 

consciousness of the older man.” 
  

 

Recommendation by Emily Quinn 

  
The Dive from Clausen's Pier by Ann Packer- A young Midwestern woman has 
never left Madison.  She is having second thoughts about her engagement to her 
high school boyfriend when he dives from a pier and ends up with a spinal cord 
injury.  This book deals with how she handles that situation (has some adult 
themes) Anyway, I'd recommend it!” 
 

 

 

Recommendation by Jessica Little-Hayes 
 

 Merle's Door: Lessons from a Freethinking Dog by Ted Kerasote 
“Ted Kerasote recounts the unique bond he formed with a dog he found living on its own 
in the wild and shares the experiences they had together.” (Available at Brownell) 
 
 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  
“Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of 

Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help 

sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.” 
 

 



Recommendation by Renee Turvey 

 The Patron Saint of Liars  by Anne Patchett 
A book I read a few years back and enjoyed very much.   
 

“When she arrives at St. Elizabeth's, a home for pregnant girls in Habit, Kentucky, 

Rose Clinton seems as evasive and deceptive as the other unwed mothers. But 

Rose is different: she has a husband whom she has deserted.  At the home, once 

a grand hotel, Rose keeps her baby, Cecilia, and unlike most St. Elizabeth visitors, 

she neither gives up her baby nor leaves the home.  She stays on as cook while 

her daughter grows up among expectant mothers, fantasizing that they, too, 

might keep their infants. The reader learns from Rose how she came to St. 

Elizabeth's, but it is her doting husband and rebellious daughter who reveal her 

motives and helpless need for freedom. Together, the three create a complex 

character study of a woman driven by forces she can neither understand nor 

control.” (Available at Brownell and Essex Free) 

 

Recommendation by Lindsey Kearns 

Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon 
 

 (Wikipedia): The novel, set in post- Spanish Civil War Barcelona, concerns a young 
boy, Daniel. Just after the war, Daniel's father takes him to the secret Cemetery of 
Forgotten Books, a huge library of old, forgotten titles lovingly preserved by a 
select few initiates. According to tradition, everyone initiated to this secret place is 
allowed to take one book from it, and must protect it for life. Daniel selects a book 
called The Shadow of the Wind by Julián Carax. That night he takes the book home 
and reads it, completely engrossed. Daniel then attempts to look for other books 
by this unknown author, but can find none. All he comes across are stories of a 
strange man - calling himself Laín Coubert, after a character in the book who 
happens to be the Devil - who has been seeking out Carax's books for decades, 
buying them all and burning them. (Available at Brownell) 

 

 


