Essex High School

Band Handbook

2009-2010
Trish Cornett, band director

“Music expresses that which cannot be put into words and that which cannot remain silent.” –Victor Hugo
Course Descriptions, Objectives, and Materials

A variety of materials, including but not limited to, music, method books, instruments and/or instrument accessories will be assigned to students throughout the year.  Any items assigned and/or signed out by a student must be returned in good condition or the student will assume all replacement costs.

Wind Ensemble
Wind Ensemble is an audition-based ensemble intended for those players who demonstrate a high level of technical and musical proficiency.  Members of the Wind Ensemble are strongly encouraged to take private lessons, and auditioning for Districts and/or All State is expected.  Mature rehearsal skills, command of individual parts, intermediate theory knowledge, and excellent sight-reading skills are crucial. It is expected that all Wind Ensemble students will have the appropriate classroom materials specific to their instrument.  These items may include, but are not limited to the following:  reeds, oil, slide cream, mouthpiece covers, swabs, and any other instrument-specific essentials. Music performed at concerts will be selected from the standard repertory. 

Symphonic Band
Symphonic Band is an ensemble intended for students who demonstrate an interest in improving their performing skills and technical proficiency through performance in band.  The primary goal of this course is to foster the growth of the individual musician as an ensemble member and enhance his/her knowledge of music as an art form.  Mature rehearsal skills, command of individual parts, basic theory knowledge, and good sight-reading skills are crucial. Private lessons are recommended. (see handbook for a list of private teachers) It is expected that Symphonic Band students will have the appropriate classroom materials specific to their instrument.  These items may include, but are not limited to the following:  reeds, oil, slide cream, mouthpiece covers, swabs, and any other instrument-specific essentials. Music performed at concerts will be selected from the standard repertory.

Pep Band and Marching Band
The Pep Band and Marching Band are made up of all students from Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band.  This year the Pep Band will perform at three home football games and the school pep rally. The Marching Band will perform at the Memorial Day Parade.  See attached schedule for all performance dates.    Attendance at these performances is mandatory and will be counted toward the term grade.  Excused absences will only include sickness or family emergencies.  Please check the calendar and plan ahead for family vacations.  Cheerleaders and/or football players will be provided an alternate assignment for pep band performances.
Percussion Ensemble
Beginning in JANUARY, there will be a Percussion Ensemble open to any student regardless of prior percussion experience or enrollment in band. This is a voluntary ensemble, but once a commitment has been made to your peers it must be kept until after the scheduled performance(s) are over.  Ms. Cornett and the student will try to work out an arrangement with coaches of afterschool sports, much like the small choral groups do.  Performances will be decided upon by both Ms. Cornett and the Percussion Ensemble and may include pieces on concerts or other special events such as visits to the middle schools, etc.  Percussion Ensemble will meet Tuesdays (beginning in January) until 3:30 p.m. in the band room.
Woodwind Ensemble
Beginning in JANUARY, there will be a Woodwind Ensemble open to any student regardless of enrollment in band. This is a voluntary ensemble, but once a commitment has been made to your peers it must be kept until after the scheduled performance(s) are over.  Ms. Cornett and the student will try to work out an arrangement with coaches of afterschool sports, much like the small choral groups do.  Performances will be decided upon by both Ms. Cornett and the Woodwind Ensemble and may include pieces on concerts or other special events such as visits to the middle schools, etc.  Woodwind Ensemble will meet Wednesdays (beginning in January) until 3:30 p.m. in the band room.

Brass Ensemble
Beginning in JANUARY, there will be a Brass Ensemble open to any student regardless of enrollment in band. This is a voluntary ensemble, but once a commitment has been made to your peers it must be kept until after the scheduled performance(s) are over.  Ms. Cornett and the student will try to work out an arrangement with coaches of afterschool sports, much like the small choral groups do.  Performances will be decided upon by both Ms. Cornett and the Brass Ensemble and may include pieces on concerts or other special events such as visits to the middle schools, etc.  Woodwind Ensemble will meet Thursdays (beginning in January) until 3:30 p.m. in the band room.

Saxophone Ensemble
Beginning in January, there will be a Saxophone Ensemble open to any student regardless of enrollment in band. This is a voluntary ensemble, but once a commitment has been made to your peers it must be kept until after the scheduled performance(s) are over.  Performances will be decided upon by both Ms. Cornett and the Saxophone Ensemble and may include pieces on concerts or other special events such as visits to the middle schools, etc.  Saxophone Ensemble meeting time is TBD.

Jazz Band
This year the Jazz Band will be directed by Mr. Tony Petricola.  He will post audition materials and information at the beginning of the school year.  His contact information will be available to those students in the Jazz Band once school begins.

Student Expectations
· Expand and improve proficiency on his/her instrument.

· Treat the band room, stage, and practice rooms with respect at all times.

· Have all necessary materials at each rehearsal including instruments, music, pencils, and all necessary accessories (reeds, mutes, oil, swabs, etc.)

· Complete all homework and/or class work assigned.

· Attend and participate in all rehearsals.  If extenuating circumstances do not allow for this, students must fill out a Rehearsal Observation form.  If there is an unexcused reason for missing rehearsal (such as a forgotten instrument), you will have one point deducted from your final grade for each time this happens.
· Attend all required performances. (see performance requirements below)
· Model mature and appropriate conduct as well as exhibit a positive attitude toward all undertakings throughout the course.

Wind Ensemble Concert Dress

Gentlemen: tuxedo provided by school; you must provide your own black socks and black dress shoes
Ladies: black dress and pearls provided by school; you must provide your own nylons and black dress shoes

Symphonic Band Concert Dress
Gentlemen: white collared shirt (no t-shirts or sweatshirts); black dress pants (no jeans or athletic pants); black socks and shoes; no ties, please

Ladies:   Long (floor length or below the knees) black skirt, or black pants (no denim). Long-sleeved or ¾ sleeved white blouse. Black/off-black hose (or black socks with pants), black dress shoes, and simple jewelry. No décolletage, no bare midriffs, no bare shoulders, and no scooping necklines. 

*This dress code will be strictly enforced.  Students not wearing the appropriate clothing will not be allowed to perform on stage.  Do not take this risk—if you are unsure if your clothing is acceptable, please bring your outfit to Ms. Cornett prior to the concert for approval.
Band Council

Band Council officers will be voted on within the first month of school.  Students wishing to hold a position will apply, then be chosen by other members of the band.  You must be available for weekly meetings before homeroom.  Positions available include the following:

· President

· Librarian

· Equipment Manager

· Symphonic Band Representative

· Wind Ensemble Representative

· Section Leaders 

Grading Policy

· Performances—15%

· Classwork—15%

· Blue Box—5% 

· Playing Exams—30%

· Effort/Habits of Work—30%
Performance Requirements
As listed in the school course description, performances outside of the school day are a mandatory part of all band classes.  These are academic/credit classes and these performances count as part of the course grade.  Only sickness and family emergencies will qualify as “excused absences.”  All other absences, including previously planned family vacations, or other outside of school obligations will not be counted as excused and a deduction in grade will result.  If you feel you cannot meet these requirements for performances, please carefully consider your enrollment in band this year.
What should I do if my instrument breaks???

If your instrument breaks, it should be sent out for repair immediately.  There are two good options should this occur.

Ellis Music
Ellis is located in Bethel, VT, however they send a representative to EHS once per week on Wednesdays.  If your instrument breaks, you should call Ellis PRIOR TO THE NEXT WEDNESDAY and tell them about the problem.  They will pick up your instrument and leave a loaner instrument for you to use in the meantime.

P.O. Box 437, Route 107

Bethel, VT 05032

802-234-6400

MusiCraft (located inside Contois Music)
I have found MusiCraft to do excellent repair work.  They are also convenient because they are located right in Essex Junction.  This is a good option if your instrument needs only minor repair, or if it breaks right before a concert.  They have been very cooperative and accommodating about these situations in the past.

217 Pearl Street

Essex Junction, VT 05452

802-371-9528

School Policy on Sports Conflicts

The music department and athletic department have worked out an agreement regarding student participation in both band and sports events.  A performance or game will always take precedent over a band rehearsal or a sports practice, respectively.  In the event that a game is scheduled at the same time as a band performance, the student should attend the band performance as it is an academic/credit class for which they are receiving a grade.  There are two exceptions to this rule.  One is football games—football players and cheerleaders will participate in their respective sports, and an alternate band assignment will be provided.  The other exception is playoff games—these will be determined with the band director and the coaches on a case-by-case basis, based on the necessity of the player (are they a starter and/or star player?, etc.)  Please contact fine arts department chair Julian Bradshaw, or athletic director Ed Hockenbury with questions on this policy.
PRIVATE LESSON TEACHERS

All students are strongly encouraged to take private lessons on their instrument.  Below is a list of some of the area’s private teachers.  This is a list provided by the VYO; I do not know many of these teachers personally.

FLUTE

Lois Price

802-658-5630

tooter21@verizon.net
Laura Barbieri

802-264-5405

musiclearningstudio@yahoo.com
Dominique Gagne

802-224-6751

dominiquejazz@yahoo.com
Jodi Perkins

802-660-8704

jperkins@mt-mansfield.com
Barbara Wager

802-860-1514

bbwager@mindspring.com
Rebecca Watson

802-878-1189

kmwatson@adelphia.net
OBOE

Deane Calcagni

802-238-6262

calcaginid@yahoo.com
Nadine E. Carpenter

802-658-4349

Gretchen Owens

802-878-0541

gobluebird@gmail.com
CLARINET

Laura Barbieri

802-264-5405

musiclearningstudio@yahoo.com
Heather Finlayson

802-318-8199

heather.finlayson@gmail.com
Steven Klimowski

802-849-6900

clarinet@together.net
Deborah Lackey

802-899-1293

deblackey@comcast.net
BASSOON

Rachael Elliott

646-286-2326

Rachael@clogsmusic.com
SAXOPHONE

Laura Barbieri

802-264-5405

musiclearningstudio@yahoo.com
Lee Gillies

802-434-3922

yardbird1@aol.com
Deborah Lackey

802-899-1293

deblackey@comcast.net
Barbara Wager

802-860-1514

bbwager@mindspring.com
HORN

Mia Fritze

802-863-5257

mia@vyo.org
Alan Parshley

802-658-2768

maestrodicorno@aol.com
TRUMPET

Stuart Carter

802-660-8524

octavemode@adelphia.net
Bill Karstens

802-233-1696

Jack Phipps

802-893-4943

Jack.Phipps@verizon.net
TROMBONE

Stuart Carter

802-660-8524

octavemode@adelphia.net
Bill Karstens

802-233-1696

Robert Wigness

802-372-9211

crwig@surfglobal.net
TUBA

Randy Wheeler

Info upon request

PERCUSSION

Info upon request

STUDENT AND PARENT CONTRACT

Band students should present this information to their parent/guardians for their perusal and knowledge.  After you have read the material in this handbook and have had any questions answered, please sign on the appropriate lines as verification that you understand the material contained within, including the course description and requirements, performance schedule, performance requirements, sports conflict policy, grading policy, and concert dress policy.  Parents, please fill out all the information so we can contact you about upcoming concerts and/or events.
This signed form is due back to Ms. Cornett by Tuesday, September 8, 2009.

Thank you!

Parent/Guardian:  I have read and understand the information in the EHS Band Handbook, including the course description and requirements, performance schedule, performance requirements, sports conflict policy, grading policy, and concert dress policy.

Signed________________________________________________  Phone_______________________________

Printed_______________________________________________  Parent email_______________________
Student: I have read and understand the information in the EHS Band Handbook, including the course description and requirements, performance schedule, performance requirements, sports conflict policy, grading policy, and concert dress policy.

Signed____________________________________________________  (circle) Wind Ens./Sym. Band
Printed_______________________________________________________ Grade________________________

BAND CALENDAR

2009-2010
August 25

Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

September 4

Home Football Game, 7:00 p.m. (ALL band students!)

September 15

2nd Annual Band Booster Pizza and Ice Cream Social, time TBD

September 26

UMass Band Day, Amherst, MA—all day (ALL band students!)

October 2

Pep Rally (during school hours, ALL band students!)

October 3

Home Football Game, 7:00 p.m. (ALL band students!)

October 6

Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

October 7

District III Instrumental Auditions—TBA—evening

October 30

Home Football Game, 7:00 p.m. (ALL band students!)

November 3

Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

November 13-14
District III Instrumental Festival; off campus, day and eve.

November 20

Band Booster Spaghetti Dinner Silent Auction, 5:00-6:45 p.m.

December 1

Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

December 9

Band Holiday Concert, 7:00 p.m., Auditorium




*Wind Ensemble please bring a baked good

January 5

Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

January 16

All-State Auditions, SBHS, all day

January 

Performance tour around district feeder schools (date TBD)

February 2

Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

March 2

Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

March 12

K-12 Fine Arts Night, 6:00 p.m. (All band students!)




*Symphonic Band please bring a baked good
April


VMEA Band Festival, date TBD (during school day)

April 6


Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

May 4


Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

May 5-8

Vermont All State Festival (Rutland, VT)

May 20

Band Final Concert and Awards, 7:00 p.m., Auditorium




*Wind Ensemble please bring a baked good
May 29

Memorial Day Parade

June 1


Band Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Band Room

June 18

Band Graduation Rehearsal (time TBD)

June 19

Graduation, 10:00 a.m. (all non-graduating band students)
