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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The primary purpose of this course is the development of a foundation in algebra to prepare for further mathematics courses.  It is also designed to provide students with the necessary algebraic techniques to solve practical problems.  Various topics covered included the development of the language and structure of algebra, the real number system, a study of first-degree equations and inequalities, operations with algebraic expressions, factoring, polynomials, radicals, and a brief introduction to quadratic equations.  Some lessons include the use of a graphing calculator.
Text:  Algebra 1: An integrated approach by Larson, Kanold & Stiff (1998).
Class Format:  The classes will consist of homework review, individual and group work,   lectures, cooperative learning activities, quizzes, tests, and review time.  

Vermont Standards:  


1.17: 
Students interpret and communicate using mathematical, scientific, and technological notation and representation.


2.5:
Students produce solutions to mathematical problems requiring decisions about approach and presentation, so that final drafts are level-appropriate.


7.6:
Students understand arithmetic in computation, and they select and use, in appropriate situations, mental arithmetic, pencil and paper, calculator, and computer.


7.7:
Students use geometric and measurement concepts.

7.8:
Students use function and algebra concepts.

7.9:
Students use statistics and probability concepts.

7.10:
Students use concrete, formal, and informal strategies to solve mathematical problems, apply the process of mathematical modeling, and extend and generalize mathematical concepts.  Students apply mathematics as they solve scientific and technological problems or work with technological systems.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:
Homework:    
Homework will be assigned on a daily basis.  Every problem assigned should be attempted and all work must be shown.  Homework assignments will be reviewed and checked at the beginning of class.  Late work will not be accepted.  

Extra Help:
Seeking out extra help when needed is a great study skill.  There are several resources you can utilize for extra help, including your classmates and your teacher!  Please don’t hesitate to come see me with questions outside of class.  I am available immediately after school on most days and during my non-teaching blocks: A34, A5 and B34.  I can usually be found in the Math Office or in C108A (right next to the math office) during those times.  

Materials:
You will need a notebook/binder to take notes and keep all homework, handouts, tests and quizzes.  Bring your notebook, covered textbook and paper/pencil to class every day. 

Attendance:
All students are expected to be in class unless they have an excused absence.  If you are absent for an excused reason, it is your responsibility to make up the work.  You have one day to make up work for each day that you are absent.  If you are absent on the day of a quiz or test, be prepared to take the test or quiz on the next class day.  In the event of an extended absence, please see me to arrange a schedule.  Assignments should be completed prior to leaving for a scheduled event (i.e. field trip, family vacation, athletic event).

Behavior:
It is expected that all students will act and behave in an appropriate manner at all times in the classroom.  Students must always treat others and their property with respect and dignity.  A more detailed discussion of behavior and academic integrity will be discussed during class.

STUDENT EVALUATION:  

Your grade will be the average of your tests, quizzes, and homework.   The breakdown of your quarterly grade is as follows:



Tests:  40%



Quizzes:  30%



Homework:  25%


Participation:  5%*

*Students will complete a self-evaluation each marking period to determine their Participation grade.

EHS COMMON CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:  

The policies listed in the Essex High School Parent/Student Handbook* apply to this class as well as all other courses at EHS.  Please refer to the EHS Handbook** (printed in the EHS calendar) for information on student expectations and disciplinary consequences, attendance, and academic policies and procedures.  

*Please review the electronic device policy (p. 10-11).

**Please review the attendance policy printed in the EHS Handbook to avoid loss of credit.

MISCELLANY:

Prerequisites for Geometry:


Geometry A:  85 or higher in Algebra 1A.



Geometry B:  75 or higher in Algebra 1A.



*Students who do not meet the prerequisites will need to repeat Algebra 1.

Study Hints:
1.  Do your homework!  Completing homework assignments is necessary in order to be successful in this course.  

2.  If you are struggling with the material, seek out help. Please do not hesitate coming in to see me with questions of any kind.

3.  Homework assignments will be available on my website.

Communication:

Parents & Students may reach me via e-mail: santhony@ccsuvt.org or at 879-5538.
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