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The Digital Natives are all around us. You see them in your house, the malls, in schools and walking down the street. Who are they and how do they communicate? How do they find information? And how can we help???? 

“During the upbringing of the current school-aged generation, our culture has adopted more new personal technologies at a faster pace than ever before—the computer, the Internet, the cell phone, the PDA (personal digital assistant). The MP3, the CD, satellite TV, wireless. These are their technologies…” James Lengel.

This generation is able to eat, drink, read, listen to music and carry a multiple number of online conversations, all at once. They are on the phone with the same person they are instant messaging with!!!! They have learned that they are able to multitask and they can do it very well.

So how do we help this generation… when many of us struggle to connect a computer or send and receive emails? When they ask if they can BLOG or if it is ok to obtain a PODCAST, do we panic or nod hoping that it is not expensive, dangerous or contagious. 

This generation is exposed and has access to information and resources that we never thought possible… How we guide them and help them sift thorough it will benefit everyone. 

So what can we do? First of all stay connected and involved, don’t assume that they are able to make the right choices. Ask questions even thou single syllable responses is how they answer back... but keep asking they are listening.

Ask what is it that they are researching and sit by their side in awe of how they manipulate GOOGLE or YAHOO to obtain the information they need.

Ask them to help you understand the difference between a search engine and a browser. See how many choices they get when they research information on medieval history (about 37,000,000) or Monarch butterfly (about 2,000,000). It can be overwhelming and we are giving them the tools to help them drive in the Information Superhighway. Key words and keyword combinations are but a couple of examples of things they can use to help them narrow the search for the golden nugget. 

There are no seat belts or air bags in this Superhighway. Filters and parental controls are great tools to make sure they are safe. But what else can we do? 

Ask questions and stay involved… they are listening!!!

Please remember that we are in it together parents and schools…. 
